
GRANARD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in the Sports Hall, 
Leisure Centre, Albert Reynolds Peace Park, Longford on 
Tuesday, 12th May 2020 at 2.00 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor P.J. Reilly.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, Garry Murtagh 
and Turlough McGovern. 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer. 




Ms. Ann Marie McKeon, Administrative Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
Standing Order No. (27) (a)
   -    Matters not covered by Standing Orders.

Standing Order No. (4)   (a)      -  Place of Meeting.

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor P.J. Reilly, referred to the following Sections of the Granard Municipal District Standing Orders  - 

·  No. (27) (a)
-  
Matters not Covered by Standing Orders  -

The Cathaoirleach will have power to deal with any matter not covered by Standing Orders

· No. (4)   (a) 
 - 
Place of Meeting 

The Meetings shall be held in Granard Community Library. 

On the proposal of the Cathaoirleach it was unanimously agreed that, due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, today’s meeting be held in the Sports Hall, Leisure Centre, Albert Reynolds Peace Park, Longford.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.
None.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Minutes of Granard MD Meeting held on the 6th April 2020.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
2020 Community Grant Support Scheme

On the proposal of Councillor T. McGovern seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the 2020 Community Grants Support Scheme applications, as outlined at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 6th April 2020. 

AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT.
D. Coppinger detailed the Area Engineer’s Progress Report, as circulated, and replied to queries raised. 

UPDATE ON GRANARD PUBLIC ART FEATURES.
It was noted that the Granard Tidy Towns Committee will submit an application for Leader funding for this project. 

2020 CATHAOIRLEACH AWARDS.
On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor T. McGovern, it was unanimously agreed that Frank McMahon – Frank the Barber - be nominated by Granard Municipal District for the 2020 Cathaoirleach Awards.

Councillor Reilly referred to Frank’s years of service to Granard both in his business, as a Barber, providing a dedicated service and for his many years of great community work.

Frank arrived in Granard on 1954 a young Barber from Monaghan. He set up his own Barber Shop in Granard and after 66 years of service he is still working away in his Barber shop on Market Street Granard. 

Frank was one of the founding members, along with the late Sylvia Dawson,

of St. Christophers on the Battery Road Longford. He was awarded the Longford Person of the Year in 1993.    Also,he has been very much involved in community work around the town of Granard such as St Mary's GAA and St Vincent De Paul.  

2020 GRANARD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING.
It was agreed that the 2020 Granard Municipal District Annual Meeting be held on the 

23rd June 2020.
BALLINAMUCK/ESSERT TWINNING – Correspondence Circulated
Correspondence received from the Secretary, Ballinamuck Enterprise/Twinning Committee 
regarding request for reception in July for Ballinamuck/Essert Twinning.
It was noted that due to COVID-19, the planned visit by the group from Essert will not take

place this year. 

TAKING IN CHARGE OF BEECHWOOD PARK, GRANARD.

On the proposal of Councillor Turlough McGovern seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady, 
it was unanimously agreed to the taking in charge of Beechwood Park, Granard
- as circulated.

TAKING IN CHARGE OF SRAID AN MHUILINN, DRUMLISH.

On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady seconded by Councillor Garry Murtagh,
it was unanimously agreed to the taking in charge of Sraid an Mhuilinn, Drumlish 
- as circulated.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Notices of Motions submitted by Senator Michael Carrigy which were received prior to his election to Seanad Éireann on the  3rd April 2020.

Footpath from Lisryan Village to Lios na Gaoithe Estate.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady on behalf of 
Senator M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh -
“I call on Longford County Council to secure funding to provide a footpath from Lisryan Village to Lios na Gaoithe Estate.”
D. Coppinger stated that there is very limited funding available each year from Longford County Council’s budget to install new paths and there are many demands for new paths with the MD area. 
Many towns and villages in the MD have requirements for new footpaths and for the repair and maintenance of older paths. Any works in the coming years will need to be prioritised on District wide basis dependant on funding available and perceived needs. A balance will need to be struck between the repair of existing sub-standard footpaths and the provision of new footpaths. 
It should be noted that should local individuals or groups wish to promote the installation of footpaths it is possible for them to apply for funding through the Community Involvements Schemes operated by the Department of Transport or other funding schemes promoted by the Department of Rural & Community Development. Often up to 85% funding is available and this is often the best way for local groups to get priority for of paths in their area. If funding is secured in this manner the local area staff can arrange for the construction and Taking in Charge
Low Cost Safety Scheme at Killeen, Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady on behalf of 
Senator M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh -

“I call on Longford County Council to apply for a Low Cost Safety Scheme at Killeen, Granard to improve sightlines junction.”

D. Coppinger stated that he is aware of the location referred to and when the current restrictions on public interaction are relaxed, he will discuss the matter with the relevant landowner. On the face of it, this would be a suitable site for a Low-Cost Safety Scheme.
 

Improvements at St Johns Graveyard in Ballinalee.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady on behalf of 
Senator M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh -

“I propose that Granard MD allocate funding from the 2020 budget to carry out improvements at St Johns Graveyard in Ballinalee.”

 
D. Coppinger to follow up with the Environment Section.

Public Lights   -  Barrack Road
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor  T. McGovern       -

“That Public Lights be installed on the Barrack Road leading to the unused shopping centre and the four industrial units as this area is used by the general public accessing the units and for parking cars. Currently there is no public lighting in this area.”
D. Coppinger stated that unfortunately, at present the road in question is not a Public Road and therefore it is not possible to install public lighting on it. The first step would be to get the road Taken in Charge by the Local Authority and to do this some improvements will be required to bring the paths and open spaces up to standard. 
The actual road surface itself is in relatively good condition. It would be a matter for the current owners of the road to apply for the Taking in Charge of the road.
Councillor Reilly requested that the provision of public lighting on Barrack Road be considered in conjunction with the Regeneration Plan for Granard. 
Bus Park – Cnoc Mhuire
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor T. McGovern -

“This Municipal Area and the Council to assist, support and help to the Board of Management on Cnoc Mhuire to provide a Bus Park so as to take the student buses off the N55. A bus park would leave it more secure for both students and the main traffic at school times.” 

Councillor Reilly stated that the Principal has confirmed that the School is not in a position to provide a Bus Park from their own resources.

J. Brannigan supported the development of the project and will work with the school with its limited resources.
Teemore Industrial Estate.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly  -

“That Road safety measures be undertaken in the Teemore Industrial Estate

i.e. rumble strips, ‘slow’ signs, speed ramps, as concerned business owners have highlighted ongoing issues of speeding in their estate.”
D. Coppinger stated that at present the road in question is not a Public Road and therefore it is not possible to use DDTAS funding to carry out works on the road. The estate was developed by LCC and, therefore, any works would have to be funded directly by LCC out of own resources. Also, it is not the policy of LCC to install speed ramps or rumble strips on roads.  However, other options and be examined, subject to funding 
Commercial Rates.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor  P. Brady -

"That Longford County Council suspends commercial rates for the rest of the year due to the COVID- 19, to prevent pressure on businesses, if and when they re-open.”
J. Brannigan stated that this issue will be addressed at County Council meeting on the 
20th May. 
Footpath from Ennybegs Village to Aughaboy Graveyard.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh -

“I call on Longford County Council, in the interest of public safety, to put in a footpath from Ennybegs Village to Aughaboy Graveyard.”
D. Coppinger stated that funding is the main issue with regard to this path. However, in addition there is also the need to get agreement from the owners of the intervening land to grant Longford County Council a portion of the land to build a path. 
David stated that he has been in contact with the owners and they are agreeable in principle to this, but final details still need to be worked out. If agreement is reached, then the same difficulty with funding availability will arise. I understand that a new Town Team group in the village is working on developing a Village Plan and securing funding. The Granard Municipal District engineering staff will be happy to assist if we can as we would do for all local development groups.
CCTV – Fly Tipping. 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh  -

“I am calling on Longford County Council to invest in a more mobile CCTV system as there is a major increase in fly tipping and house waste being dumped in north Longford.”
J. Brannigan briefed the members regarding the provision of CCTV and research which has been carried out regarding how households dispose of their rubbish. 

County Development Plan.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Murtagh and seconded by Councillor P. Brady  -

“I am asking for the support of the Members in seeking an amendment to the County Development Plan for 2021 - 2027 and, if possible, to planning applications for the remainder of the current Development Plan. 
With regards to private/affordable/social housing estates/development, I propose that all dividing and boundary walls be of masonry construction and suitably finished/rendered as standard, as timber-fencing or hedging, acting as divisions between properties or estate boundaries, are not of adequate standard and are no longer acceptable in County Longford. 
 
Reasons for Motion:
 
         Longevity of boundaries between properties and estates.
         Reasonably maintenance free.
         Aesthetically pleasing.
         Issues of contention between homeowners/tenants/landowners.
J. Brannigan recommended that Councillor Murtagh submit his Notice of Motion to the Planning Section where it can be considered in the context of the preparation of the new County Development Plan. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 
28th July 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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